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CLR INFO: Thursday, February 26, 2026
Read this CLR INFO on our website

This week’s CLR INFO covers B.C.’s Strategic Investment Fund and Budget 2026
capital re-pacing, federal workforce supports, housing and construction outlook

updates, minimum wage changes, and mining project developments.

Industry News

RICS reports construction sentiment improved in
Q4 2025, led by infrastructure, while residential
activity remains weak and margin pressures persist.

CMHC reports housing starts declined 15% in
January 2026, with six-month trend falling for fourth
consecutive month and no near-term turnaround
expected.

Infrastructure and Transportation

New stal̕əw̓ asəm (Riverview) Bridge fully
operational, marking milestone in regional
transportation network as Pattullo demolition
commences.

Province approves Copper Mountain mine
expansion, extending operations by 12 years and
supporting approximately 800 jobs in southern B.C.
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2026/02/canada-construction-sentiment-turns-a-corner-but-recovery-still-fragile-rics
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2026/02/cmhc-reports-further-slowing-of-housing-starts-with-no-turnaround-in-sight
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026TT0025-000178
https://www.clra-bc.com/news-events/bulletins/
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B.C. Budget 2026 re-paces major capital projects,
delaying long-term care facilities, hospital expansion
and student housing amid fiscal pressures.

Labour and Economy

Province introduces $400-million B.C. Strategic
Investment Fund, expanding financial tools to
support major private-sector, defence and industrial
projects aligned with B.C.’s Look West strategy.

Construction employment rose nationally in
December 2025, marking six consecutive monthly
gains, as job vacancies increased and B.C. recorded
one of the highest vacancy rates in Canada (3.4%).

General minimum wage rising from $17.85 to
$18.25 on June 1, 2026, as part of B.C.’s legislated
annual inflation-based adjustment framework.

Tentative labour agreement reached with 26,000
B.C. community health workers following nearly a
year without contract; ratification vote forthcoming.

Canada’s trade deficit narrowed to $1.3B in
December, though broader export demand remains
weak amid ongoing U.S. trade uncertainty.
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/resource/2026/02/b-c-approves-expansion-of-open-pit-copper-mountain-mine-in-southern-interior
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/infrastructure/2026/02/b-c-budget-delays-care-homes-hospital-and-cancer-facility-student-housing
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026JEG0013-000188
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/260226/dq260226b-eng.htm
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026LBR0002-000191
https://www.biv.com/news/tentative-labour-deal-reached-with-26000-bc-community-health-workers-in-bc-11919908
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2026/02/statistics-canada-reports-merchandise-trade-deficit-1-3b-in-december
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Innovation and Technology

Drone reality capture adoption expands across
construction sector, supporting site documentation,
progress tracking and volumetric analysis.

Health and Safety

William Laird Cronk appointed chair of
WorkSafeBC board for three-year term, reinforcing
focus on workplace injury prevention and compliance.

Support and Funding

Visit the CLR website for a current list of funding
resources and supports available to employers and
apprentices.

Ottawa announces construction-focused
Workforce Alliance and $102.7M Worker Retention
Grant to support upskilling.

Sincerely,
Your CLR Team

Construction Labour Relations Association of BC, 97 Sixth Street, New Westminster, BC V3L
5H8, Canada

Unsubscribe Manage preferences
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/technology/2026/02/drone-reality-capture-ramps-up-to-augment-construction-site-workflows
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026LBR0001-000171
https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/government/2026/02/federal-government-announces-new-workforce-alliances-to-address-bottlenecks
https://www.clra-bc.com/support-for-apprentices-and-employers/
https://hs-341771565.s.hubspotstarter-na3.net/preferences/en/unsubscribe?data=W2nWCLq2qFLCLW2vyjCT2PzZ9NW2WJN_j43JMYhW4cRWsh2KW2rpW2Rm7Gd4rGKX6W32JSy43QNn9gW47RWp_4cjGPdW2H-10Y3H4ltFW47w3BZ4rw3Y5W386PSX2Tym2LW4hg65V3W4rVnW2Wg--l1QgZg6W2p8pnt2Pz8-KW4cBZhv3F1H8CW4txTBJ3XXRF7W2KHS6x1Bs_0RW21953P2CXrJTW2FTQhg3b4-NxW328MYy4t8yFMW4csXwL4tx6W3W49wck02MBbWvW1Xn92921p94hW4rv-GY4pbC9YW38jqwd2MShxYW36BCLZ4hvCCLW3j4lV23LPy6-W2nFqkl2zyKJYW21h1pS30yHFHW1_59362KBSpKW1NkCnT3QNhV1W43QJWC2zLF35W3XF5-L4clJQ4W2148mG23jnh6W1SBrDQ4t5_K5W3ZM_GX23j33QW2YNqgz4kM470W2MWBH61Ndd88W3c-61l2HJ2gSW2MB63h32cdpdW4tv38z47DG2-W3P8nw_3Fdsp9W3h-3Qb2y1d4qW4hL6wT47GgMXf2-s3Ck04
https://hs-341771565.s.hubspotstarter-na3.net/preferences/en/manage?data=W2nWCLq2qFLCLW2vyjCT2PzZ9NW2WJN_j43JMYhW4cRWsh2KW2rpW2Rm7Gd4rGKX6W32JSy43QNn9gW47RWp_4cjGPdW2H-10Y3H4ltFW47w3BZ4rw3Y5W386PSX2Tym2LW4hg65V3W4rVnW2Wg--l1QgZg6W2p8pnt2Pz8-KW4cBZhv3F1H8CW4txTBJ3XXRF7W2KHS6x1Bs_0RW21953P2CXrJTW2FTQhg3b4-NxW328MYy4t8yFMW4csXwL4tx6W3W49wck02MBbWvW1Xn92921p94hW4rv-GY4pbC9YW38jqwd2MShxYW36BCLZ4hvCCLW3j4lV23LPy6-W2nFqkl2zyKJYW21h1pS30yHFHW1_59362KBSpKW1NkCnT3QNhV1W43QJWC2zLF35W3XF5-L4clJQ4W2148mG23jnh6W1SBrDQ4t5_K5W3ZM_GX23j33QW2YNqgz4kM470W2MWBH61Ndd88W3c-61l2HJ2gSW2MB63h32cdpdW4tv38z47DG2-W3P8nw_3Fdsp9W3h-3Qb2y1d4qW4hL6wT47GgMXf2-s3Ck04

