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Industry News

Student Spaces Expanded with Prefabricated
Classrooms

The B.C. government has opened over 1,000
prefabricated classroom seats across four schools,
with more expansions planned to meet growing
demand.

Vancouver Art Gallery Issues RFP for New Design
After Scrapping $600M Plan

Following cost overruns, the Vancouver Art Gallery
has launched an invite‐based Request for Proposal
﴾RFP﴿ for Canadian‐based architects.

https://www.clra-bc.com/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025INF0010-000083
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025INF0010-000083
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/projects/2025/02/vancouver-art-gallery-issues-invite-based-rfp-to-canadian-based-architects-for-new-building
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/projects/2025/02/vancouver-art-gallery-issues-invite-based-rfp-to-canadian-based-architects-for-new-building
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Infrastructure and Transportation

B.C. Fast‐Tracks $20B in Resource Projects to
Reduce U.S. Trade Reliance

The B.C. government is expediting 18 resource
projects in mining, energy, and critical minerals to
expand global trade.

Labour and Economy

Tariffs Disrupt Construction Industry

Economists warn that new U.S. tariffs on China and
potential Canada‐Mexico duties threaten supply
chains, material costs, and trade stability.

Council Formed to Address U.S. Tariff Threats

Canadian industry and labour leaders have
launched the Canada‐US Trade Council ﴾CUSTC﴿ to
address impending U.S. tariffs and support Canada’s
trade interests.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/davd-eby-resource-projects-fast-tracked-united-states-1.7450160
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/davd-eby-resource-projects-fast-tracked-united-states-1.7450160
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2025/02/tariffs-and-the-outlook-for-the-construction-economy
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2025/02/tariffs-and-the-outlook-for-the-construction-economy
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/labour/2025/01/industry-labour-groups-form-council-to-tackle-impending-tariffs
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/labour/2025/01/industry-labour-groups-form-council-to-tackle-impending-tariffs
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Explore Resources

Softwood Lumber Advisory Council Formed in
Response to U.S. Tariffs

The province has established the Softwood Lumber
Advisory Council to advocate for forestry workers
and push back against U.S. softwood lumber duties,
which may double by year‐end.

Health and Safety

BC Adopts 26th Edition of the Electrical Code

Starting March 4, 2025, all B.C. electrical permits
must follow the new safety code, with training
available for licensed contractors.

Diversity and Inclusion

Supportive and Affordable Housing Expansion
Across Six Communities

The province is adding over 200 supportive homes
for Indigenous Peoples, seniors, and at‐risk groups
as part of its $19B housing strategy.

Support and Funding

For a list of current funding resources and supports
for employers and apprentices visit the CLR website.

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025FOR0005-000094
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025FOR0005-000094
https://blog.technicalsafetybc.ca/top-10-changes-you-need-to-know-about-the-2024-canadian-electrical-code?utm_campaign=2024 EL Code changes&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8w2uNzVXzO9TX--vvwoQBUISy0hDru3uUSXf_Le8ijgBLSvHofLIaJ8VzuT24e8sV6ybsndTQXiwv4T-gcBmc1Xj6Vwg&_hsmi=345755772&utm_content=345755772&utm_source=hs_email
https://blog.technicalsafetybc.ca/top-10-changes-you-need-to-know-about-the-2024-canadian-electrical-code?utm_campaign=2024 EL Code changes&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8w2uNzVXzO9TX--vvwoQBUISy0hDru3uUSXf_Le8ijgBLSvHofLIaJ8VzuT24e8sV6ybsndTQXiwv4T-gcBmc1Xj6Vwg&_hsmi=345755772&utm_content=345755772&utm_source=hs_email
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025HMA0005-000093
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025HMA0005-000093
https://www.clra-bc.com/support-for-apprentices-and-employers/
https://www.clra-bc.com/support-for-apprentices-and-employers/
https://www.clra-bc.com/support-for-apprentices-and-employers/
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