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 This week's CLR Info covers major infrastructure investments, progress on the
Surrey Langley SkyTrain and Fraser River Tunnel, Canada's economic outlook, AI

adoption in construction, new crane operator certification requirements and
available workforce training funding. 

Industry News

Surrey Langley SkyTrain project marks major
progress: Construction is underway at all eight
stations, with most guideway columns completed and
service expected to begin in late 2029. 

Infrastructure and Transportation

Fraser River Tunnel secures up to $3B in federal
funding: The federal government will contribute up to
$3 billion toward the Fraser River Tunnel Project,
which now has an updated budget of $8.5 billion and
is expected to be completed in 2031. 

B.C., Ottawa announce major infrastructure
partnership: A new federal-provincial agreement
includes funding for transportation, clean energy and
trade projects, along with investments in workforce
training and child care.

Canada launches Critical Minerals Accelerator:
The federal government announced its first
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/projects/2026/07/b-c-s-6b-surrey-langley-skytrain-hits-major-construction-milestones
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026TT0066-000796
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026PREM0046-000779
https://www.clra-bc.com/news-events/bulletins/
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agreement under the new program, to increase critical
minerals processing capacity. 

Labour and Economy

Office market posts one year of recovery:  A new
CBRE report shows office vacancy rates have
declined for a full year, reflecting stronger demand
and increased return-to-office activity. 

Economy rebounds with 0.5% April
growth: Statistics Canada says real GDP grew 0.5%
in April, driven by gains in construction,
manufacturing, transportation and the oil and gas
sector. 

Budget 2026 consultations now underway:
Canadians can provide input on economic priorities,
investment and competitiveness through pre-budget
consultations open until September 8. 

Innovation and Technology 

Construction industry sees AI potential, but
adoption remains limited: New reports show
growing interest in artificial intelligence to improve
productivity, although most construction firms have yet
to integrate it into daily operations. 

Metro Vancouver launches housing data
dashboard: The new online tool provides regional
housing data to help track market trends, housing
supply, affordability and development across the
region. 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2026/07/canada-announces-first-agreement-under-new-canada-critical-minerals-accelerator.html
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2026/07/office-market-sees-one-year-of-recovery-following-pandemic-induced-disruption-cbre
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2026/07/economy-rebounds-after-contraction-with-0-5-per-cent-growth-in-april-statcan
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/07/government-of-canada-launches-consultations-ahead-of-budget-2026.html
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/technology/2026/07/canadian-construction-leaders-see-ai-promise-but-adoption-remains-limited
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/technology/2026/07/canadian-construction-leaders-see-ai-promise-but-adoption-remains-limited
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Health and Safety

B.C. introduces certification requirements for
crane operators: Tower and mobile crane operators
must become certified or register as apprentices by
July 2027 to strengthen training and safety
standards.

Events

Register Now: CLR's 57th AGM & Conference: Join
us September 17-19 in Kelowna for three days of
expert speakers, practical training, networking and
unforgettable social events. Hear from keynote
speaker Vaughn Palmer and choose from golf, winery
tours, canyoning, cycling and more. 

NCLRA Conference 2026: Registration is now open
for two days of industry updates, networking and
labour relations discussions in Québec City, October
15–16. Early-bird pricing ends July 31. 

Support and Funding

Applications open for B.C.’s future skills grant:
Eligible British Columbians can apply for up to $3,500
to support short-term training in high-demand sectors,
including construction.

Visit the CLR website for a current list of funding
resources and supports available to employers and
apprentices.

Sincerely,
Your CLR Team
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/ohs/2026/07/b-c-to-implement-training-certification-for-crane-operators
https://www.clra-bc.com/product/clrs-57th-agm-conference/
https://341771565.hs-sites-na3.com/hubfs/brochure-NCLRA-ACQ%20June%202%202026.pdf
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/labour/2026/07/applications-open-for-b-c-s-future-skills-grant
https://www.clra-bc.com/support-for-apprentices-and-employers/
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https://hs-341771565.s.hubspotstarter-na3.net/preferences/en/manage?data=W2nWCLq2qFLvRW4rfj9m4ksKvnW4rrG2z4kBnPHW4kHrGm38ddfQW3K8MLy3R6WmsW4pCd972MT4LBW3DVMm_1---MLW2HB_q24mF36JW4fh-yJ2CX03XW1_kH0c2MzPr0W2-rjDf32B9qzW2vZkXf1W_QDSW47tpwx3VZQqcW1XqL833Kbq17W2YLlJr384qfgW21k1jz2s-mrlW1X635g32GMLkW3ddLKX4rxM5vW2MwVhG22XDqZW4m72Qy1LGnhyW349h171StF6-W38l4nz3bflhLW21hQhM2zM3NvW3F9zjm2RrK41W2PFl8D4fKs55W2sTxYG364_TxW2z_pSK4tG9thW309LKr2xFV1bW257xHV30sfNxW20VJ7x21rKLNW49Lgsv34vrMyW2r64KD47yVhcW2sTv7x34yHycW1SvTdr2YDx1KW3W4sMH2Kxw9hW2YwCY53jlB1fW2xMMnS239Q8fW4fjp2345DQZ3W3XHbNl2RHZ7bW2WLvBq1W-ZbMW20ZZJj45Fg8HW2B1-9_1XnD_jW4myW5n3C2Ky-W2p5pYj1XhDSNW3z9DY62Wtkp7f4kCD3L04

