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This week’s CLR INFO highlights key developments in housing, critical minerals, a
new industry-led critical risks framework, and other issues shaping B.C.’s

construction sector.

Industry News

Vancouver City Council approves temporary fee
and policy changes aimed at restarting stalled
residential construction projects in Vancouver.

University of Victoria advances mass-timber
‘living lab’ campus project using real-time building
data to support engineering research and climate
goals.

Growing concern among Broadway businesses as
a four-month closure tied to the Broadway Subway
Project raises fears of reduced sales, access
challenges, and long-term impacts similar to past
transit construction disruptions.

Infrastructure and Transportation

B.C. speeds up mineral exploration permitting by
introducing fixed permitting timelines, supported by $3
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/government/2026/01/will-changes-by-vancouver-city-council-boost-stalled-residential-construction-projects
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/projects/2026/01/learning-directly-from-the-building-uvic-engineering-campus-build-truly-a-living-lab
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/broadway-subway-project-will-close-east-broadway-for-4-months-9.7060672
https://www.clra-bc.com/news-events/bulletins/
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million in new funding to accelerate approvals
following a record year for the sector.

Western and northern regions align on critical
minerals strategy as provinces and territories sign
an MOU to accelerate development, strengthen
supply chains, and boost Canada’s global position in
critical minerals.

B.C. approves Eskay Creek mine under first
Declaration Act Section 7 agreement following joint
provincial–Tahltan consent to reopen the project and
advance reconciliation-led resource development.

Labour and Economy

Civil servants navigating job trades and buyouts
amid planned federal public service cuts.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives examines
B.C.’s housing downturn and outlines what falling
prices, rental trends, and stalled projects could mean
next.

Bank of Canada flags rising uncertainty linked to
concerns over U.S. Federal Reserve independence.

Health and Safety

Canadian Construction Safety Council releases
critical risks framework identifying 13 high-risk
activities and introducing safe start checks to help
prevent serious injuries and fatalities in the
construction sector.
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https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026MCM0003-000071
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026MCM0002-000070
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026MCM0008-000078
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/alternations-job-trades-competitions-civil-service-9.7056513
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/anatomy-of-a-housing-downturn-whats-happening-in-bc-and-whats-next/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/threat-feds-independence-boosts-economic-uncertainty-says-bank-canada-head-2026-01-28/
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B.C. expands youth mental-health and addiction
supports as Foundry services extend to five
communities, backed by $1.7 million in provincial
funding to improve access for young people aged 12–
24 and their families.

Support and Funding

Visit the CLR website for a current list of funding
resources and supports available to employers and
apprentices.

Sincerely,
Your CLR Team

Construction Labour Relations Association of BC, 97 Sixth Street, New Westminster, BC V3L
5H8, Canada
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/ohs/2026/01/canadian-construction-safety-council-unveils-critical-risks-framework
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026HLTH0009-000080
https://www.clra-bc.com/support-for-apprentices-and-employers/
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https://hs-341771565.s.hubspotstarter-na3.net/preferences/en/manage?data=W2nWCLq2qFLkNW3bd65S4czl1lW1XmmHV1ZrN6-W3FgZCM4rJ12hW2vXD6s30K3RdW1QCVry3VHM14W3NVnFZ36hLKzW3Zr5gh1X1nQ3W21jDWw3d0DjkW3XXsms36CSslW3_BcCb41KSHGW2YcnMW3bgYwGW2FLksx45Wt9XW2nX1WP4tFHDwW3_HyQq1QC3xBW21bTBn43DjnZW2qDWF-1BsyFGW1_b6Rs2WPRWXW3F9BVS2D1g4DW4hyzvd1NgMpsW4fhc5B2r1v02W3H8XVP3BTJ_TW217vkm2CGjmcW4kKtBc49mNG8W2sVmzf4fGx9cW49gj3Z3_FxZ8W2qNnvF21jG1XW3KcDws21sXhnW383xtV3QK2R1W2RMPNt3_RV1RW3JR1cZ2Pt8c7W2KXLMq1SgL3wW3NNWW71NlYhMW2y499r2MQdM5W47VQ5K1QkRh-W2Pvm0h49M8zGW3F780X1Nz66nW2w1r903gbV0dW4kDwPM1Ntb_xW45vkGg1LzN7LW4mv9qh3N-Sy7W41Xj0738l1SZW3yZ_3K2KRgqbf2s_z_B04

