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Read this CLR INFO on our website

This week’s CLR INFO highlights new federal and provincial investments in housing
and critical minerals, workforce changes as major infrastructure projects near

completion, and shifting labour market conditions across B.C. Updates also cover
upcoming labour negotiations, evolving trade opportunities, advancements in jobsite

technology, and developments in health, safety, and skills training.

Infrastructure and Transportation

Canada announces funding for 77 homes in
Victoria with over $50 million committed by federal,
provincial, municipal, and community partners to
deliver new affordable housing for seniors and
families.

Site C employment continues to decline as project
nears completion with BC Hydro reporting 958
workers on site in November, reflecting ongoing
workforce reductions as remaining construction
milestones are finalized.

Labour and Economy

Canada’s unemployment rate rises to 6.8% in
December as labour force growth outpaced job gains
despite the addition of 8,200 positions, with
construction among sectors posting employment
increases.
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https://news.gov.bc.ca/stories/canada-announces-funding-for-77-homes-in-victoria?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://energeticcity.ca/2026/01/11/site-c-employment-continues-gradual-decline-in-november/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2026/01/unemployment-rate-jumps-to-6-8-in-december-despite-job-gain?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://www.clra-bc.com/news-events/bulletins/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
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Metro Vancouver home sales hit lowest level in
over two decades in 2025 as higher inventory and
economic uncertainty kept buyers on the sidelines,
easing prices across detached, condo, and
townhouse markets.

Multiple B.C. labour negotiations could lead to
strike activity in 2026 as transit workers, teachers,
health-care staff, and paramedics enter bargaining,
raising the potential for service disruptions across the
province.

B.C. and Canada sign wood construction
agreement with China as a new five-year MOU aims
to expand market access for B.C. lumber and
promote modern wood and mass timber construction
amid ongoing U.S. trade pressures.

Health and Safety

Industry calls for national harmonization of trades
safety training to reduce duplication, improve worker
mobility, and maintain consistent safety standards
across provinces.

B.C. ends decriminalization pilot program as the
province confirms it will not seek renewal of the
federal exemption, shifting focus toward expanded
mental-health and addictions treatment, recovery
services, and targeted enforcement against drug
trafficking.

Technology and Innovation
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https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/economic/2026/01/vancouver-area-saw-fewest-home-sales-in-more-than-two-decades-in-2025-board?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://theprovince.com/news/bc-labour-contract-bargaining-negotiations-whos-on-strike-2026?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://www.ctvnews.ca/vancouver/article/bc-and-feds-enter-lumber-understanding-with-china-during-carney-visit/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://canada.constructconnect.com/joc/news/ohs/2026/01/harmonizing-trades-safety-training-will-only-work-if-partisanship-gets-out-of-the-way?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026HLTH0003-000031?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z


Read more

Humanoid robots begin entering job sites through
early pilot projects as “physical AI” applications
tested in hospitals and warehouses signal potential
future use in construction for high-risk, labour-
intensive tasks.

Support and Funding

Visit the CLR website for a current list of funding
resources and supports available to employers and
apprentices.

Sincerely,
Your CLR Team

Construction Labour Relations Association of BC, 97 Sixth Street, New Westminster, BC V3L
5H8, Canada
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https://www.thesafetymag.com/ca/topics/technology/humanoid-robots-slowly-stepping-onto-jobsites/547202?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://www.clra-bc.com/support-for-apprentices-and-employers/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://hs-341771565.s.hubspotstarter-na3.net/preferences/en/unsubscribe?data=W2nWCLq2qFLqNW3C2Mv91Nw9WsW2zygp62RQDPXW2B0DkL1Lp7fCW4hMK1V2qXf3bW47tkhV1X9PBRW4cB_tW3Xv-jNW1SgM9Z3bbrMVW1_405w1Vw52CW4kqf8q2TyN8GW2xByvD4hqrffW258jbL3NzlChW22YvT41XrTBZW49BRFH47tJYWW2KGyXX2vCdsKW2H-Q8z30crLdW3R35h42WhMq4W21lJsY2WDKGBW3P27p_3DMjQWW21ljql4kwhtRW1L9vpX45lV2JW1LBGls1NjPcfW4h9YFZ2WHFV0W3F1jZp2TPGKGW238Bdt3R2Nn3W1Nl2xH1YX14fW24-NSs4fM_qbW1LhlQn3J-nLlW2vTPcj1Ztqf5W36lj4t2t1k_tW4pzXYJ4kHMr4W2w0FNn3b3L9MW4pK3N541BRkXW2r5bYp4rHGzzW3_pxK71_5flGW3VYY_32WwSMJW3b8G-f2vBRCqW3z24MD3dx3HlW2PMVYS21cc_KW3VBmJX2qTjBtW4fgn081NBqNxW1Xp3lr4rGK_4W4pl-pR2WH5QLf3QRF9B04&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z
https://hs-341771565.s.hubspotstarter-na3.net/preferences/en/manage?data=W2nWCLq2qFLqNW3C2Mv91Nw9WsW2zygp62RQDPXW2B0DkL1Lp7fCW4hMK1V2qXf3bW47tkhV1X9PBRW4cB_tW3Xv-jNW1SgM9Z3bbrMVW1_405w1Vw52CW4kqf8q2TyN8GW2xByvD4hqrffW258jbL3NzlChW22YvT41XrTBZW49BRFH47tJYWW2KGyXX2vCdsKW2H-Q8z30crLdW3R35h42WhMq4W21lJsY2WDKGBW3P27p_3DMjQWW21ljql4kwhtRW1L9vpX45lV2JW1LBGls1NjPcfW4h9YFZ2WHFV0W3F1jZp2TPGKGW238Bdt3R2Nn3W1Nl2xH1YX14fW24-NSs4fM_qbW1LhlQn3J-nLlW2vTPcj1Ztqf5W36lj4t2t1k_tW4pzXYJ4kHMr4W2w0FNn3b3L9MW4pK3N541BRkXW2r5bYp4rHGzzW3_pxK71_5flGW3VYY_32WwSMJW3b8G-f2vBRCqW3z24MD3dx3HlW2PMVYS21cc_KW3VBmJX2qTjBtW4fgn081NBqNxW1Xp3lr4rGK_4W4pl-pR2WH5QLf3QRF9B04&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9s33Pa-aQPbsn9mpNsLBTwJ7OY7rMLwYce8ClY-TpwJe6PQesx4E9Xlt-5uCLnH20mUW2z

